
CARRINGTON
Principal: Karen Renna

Vice Principal: Kristen Gwiazdoski

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9  

IMPORTANT DATES

12/11 -  Half Day - Conferences 5-7
12/13 -  Pajama Day to benefit CCMC

12/13 -Hot Coco Day
12/17 - K-5 Holiday Concert 5:30

12/18 -  Half Day
12/23 to 1/1  - Winter Recess

1/6 - No School - Three Kings Day
 



PRINCIPAL'S

CORNER

 

It is hard to believe that it is already December and

approaching the end of another year. As the days get colder,

please remember to have your child wear a winter coat,

gloves and a hat. Please consider getting a flu shot. Keeping

healthy during this time of year is important so absences

don’t add up and learning is consistent. Please join us for the

holiday concert on December 17th at 5:30.  All students in

grades K-5 will be preforming along with the chorus.

 

 As the end of the year approaches and a new one is about to

begin, it is a great time to reflect on all 2019 and to look

forward to a fresh start in 2020, setting new goals, and living

a life full of love, kindness, and purpose. Wishing you and

your family health, joy and love for the new year. 

 

From our Carrington family to yours Happy Holidays and a

Happy New Year! 

 

Best, 

Karen Renna, Principal

Kristen Gwiazdoski, Vice Principal



PRE KINDERGARTEN 
 Mrs. Mauceri and Mrs. Promotico 

We will spend the next two weeks before our

holiday break busy exploring the four seasons and a new

study on Clothing and the garments we wear throughout the

seasons. 

In addition, we will learn about the various holidays and

traditions our families celebrate during the month of

December.  We have decorated our doors in the spirit of our

favorite holiday movies.  Be sure to stop by and take a look

during conferences.  
Reminders:
       Wednesday, December 11th – Parent Conferences 5-7

   Early Dismissal – *Please pick up at 11:45
       Wednesday, December 18th -  Early Dismissal (Teacher Collaboration)
               *Please pick up at 11:45
        Thursday, December 19th is our Winter Festival/Celebration. 
 

 Parents please join us in exploring the four seasons with
your child through various stations throughout the classroom. We wish all

our families Happy Holidays and a Healthy, Happy New Year!!



 Cold and flu season is here! Please note, if
your child has a fever of 100.4 or greater,

they are to remain home until they are fever
free for 24 hours without the use of

medications. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact the nurse's office. 

NURSE
Veronica Farone, RN, BSN

Carrington School Nurse



KINDERGARTEN 
 

 
In ELA, our Kindergarteners continue to identify, form, and make

the sounds of all the letters in the alphabet.  We also continue

identifying story elements: characters, settings, and events of the

story, predicting what will happen next, and creating a mental

picture in our mind. 

 Please practice at home having your child ask and answer

questions about key details about a text that you have read

aloud to them.  Please practice segmenting and blending sounds

to make simple CVC (consonant, vowel, consonant) words.

Weekly lists are sent home.

 In Math, we will continue connecting written numerals to

quantities and classifying objects into categories by counting,

using objects, pictures, and numerals.  We will begin to model

counting by tens using pictorial representations and rote

counting.  Our end of year goal is addition and subtraction

fluency, so we will represent and solve addition and subtraction

stories within 5, then 10, using objects and drawings.

Remember…a Carrington School Cougar always “ROARS”:

Respectful, On Task, Accountable, Responsible, Safe.

 

 
 Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Riggi



FIRST GRADE
 Ms. Weed and Mrs. Varholak

 
First Grade is excited to be working on Unit 3 in Wonders. We

are focusing on Changes Over Time. Students are preparing

for mid-year MClass testing! The teachers can’t wait to see

the growth in reading!

 

FUNdations is super FUN in Unit 6. We are learning how to

make a word plural by adding a suffix to it. We also are able

to tell the difference if a plural word sounds like if it has an

/s/ or /z/ sound at the end of it. Digraphs, bonus letters

(f,l,s,z), & 3 glued sounds (-all, -am, -an) are also being

reviewed!

 

In Math, we are counting back within 20. We will be taking our

CFA mid-month to see our growth from the beginning of the

year.PBIS Monthly reward is a PJ, Movie, and Holiday Party on

the 20th!

 

Ms. Weed and Mrs. Varholak want to wish all of our kiddos

and families a Merry Everything!



SECOND GRADE
 

 
Welcome to December! 

We are beginning our unit on Matter. Students are excited about

learning bout properties of matter and exploring.

 

 We are beginning Unit 3 in Language Arts. We are continuing to

focus on asking and answering questions about key details in a text

to better understand what we are reading, identifying the main

topic and details from the text to support main topic, and

comparing and contrasting events or facts within two or more texts.

 We have been working on 3 Act Tasks. These tasks allow students to

think more critically when it comes to math. Students are learning

about time to the hour, half-hour, quarter hour, and 5 minutes.

Second graders continue their excitement about i-Ready!  Students

are required to have 45 minutes of i-Ready computer-based

instruction weekly.

 

 Parent Conferences are Wednesday, December 11th from 5-7 p.m.

Please see links sent through Dojo to schedule a time to meet with

either Mrs. Boivin or Ms. Palmer. 

 

We believe that reading nightly allows the students to practice the

skills we learn at school as well as become exposed to so many new

words! Practicing reading makes us better readers! Happy reading!

We would like to encourage each family to practice partners of ten

or twenty nightly! 

 

 Please initial your child’s Homework & Peak chart nightly as well as

log into ClassDojo to see how your child’s day went and if there are

any new announcements that have been posted.

 
Ms. Palmer and Mrs. Boivin



THIRD GRADE
Mrs. Ciccone and Mr. Gagnon 

 

During literacy, third graders will discuss

themes of animal characteristics, leadership,

and discovery while reading folktales,

historical fiction, and expository text.  In math,

students will begin discussing the perimeter of

shapes and exploring elapsed time.  Students

will continue to work on mastery of the times

tables.  Fundations will introduce students to

open syllable exceptions as well as the “soft”

sounds of g and c.



FOURTH GRADE
 

 
 

Hello again readers!

 In math, fourth grade is working on multi-digit whole number

multiplication and division using arrays, area models, expressions,

and equations. Next, we will begin to work with fractions.

Students will generate equivalent fractions as well as compare

fractions. In reading, students will be exploring their role in the

community. Students will be answering the question, “How can

you show your community spirit?” In addition to that, students

will be learning how to cite relevant evidence from a text,

determine the point of view of a story, and practice visualizing

while they read. In science, students are learning about waves and

information transfer. In the unit, students will discover the

different parts of waves, explore how light can be reflected, and

examine/describe how information is transferred from place to

place. We still encourage having your child read for at least 20

minutes every night to help increase their fluency! In addition to

that, we also encourage having students practice their

multiplication and division facts each day. 

We hope you have a happy holiday! Stay warm!

Ms. Hanley and Ms. Johnson



FIFTH GRADE
Mr. Carosella and Mr. Mollengarden 

 

This month we will be wrapping up Unit 2 in Wonders.

Students will complete a research project involving the

themes discussed over that past few weeks. We will

continue to work on our reading fluency in small

groups daily. As always, please make sure your student

is reading every night for 20 minutes, and is

completing an entry in their reading response journal

each week.

 

 Students will finish up multiplying fractions and move

towards dividing fractions.  Students will divide unit

fractions by non-zero whole numbers.  In doing so,

students will use fraction bars and pictorial

representations to solve.  These questions will be

challenging and require the students to think critically.  

Please have students study their multiplication facts

every night because multi-digit multiplication is right

around the corner.

We hope you have a happy holiday! Stay warm!



Mrs. Toma

Language Arts / Reading

 

We are continuing to work with Unit 2 of the Study

Sync program which is titled Ancient Realms. We

have started a novel study using the story The

Lightning Thief. The students are very excited to

read this and to learn about Greek mythology. We

will continue to work on the following reading skills:

central or main idea, arguments and claims, theme,

and point of view. For Language skills we will be

focusing on using commas in writing, avoiding vague

pronouns, and pronoun agreement. Students will

continue spending time at home and in school

answering constructed responses using the RACE

acronym. Please ask your children what those steps

are and ensure they are using that format to

complete written responses at home.  Students will

continue their reading logs where they are required

to read 20 minutes each night and submit them to

me every Friday. If you have any questions or

concerns, please reach out to me via email, phone,

or remind app.

 I wish you and your families and very happy and

safe holiday season.

SIXTH GRADE
 



Mr. Brault

Mathematics 

 

In Math students will be working with the

standard algorithm for long division. They

will start with whole number divisors and

dividends and move onto dividing decimals

and dividing by decimals. They will begin

to work with double-digit divisors and use

estimation and compatible numbers to

help them in the process. Students will

continue to add, subtract, and multiply

with and by decimals and whole numbers. 

They will also be working with greatest

common factors and least common

multiples and begin exploring positive and

negative numbers.

SIXTH GRADE
 



SEVENTH GRADE
 

Mrs. Sarlo

Reading
The 7th grade has been

reading the novel, The

Giver, by Lois Lowry.

Seventh grade is practicing

skills in characterization,

plot, main idea, etc. We

hope to be able to watch

the movie for each, as a

culminating activity.

Mrs. Brotman

Language Arts

Students have been discussing

dystopian stories and will begin

to learn the skills necessary to

write their own! On StudySync,

students will learn about

audience and purpose,

organizing our writing, style, and

descriptive details so that we can

write a solid narrative.

Mrs. Ford
Science

During this sequence students will start
by viewing bacteria divide and reproduce,
generating question. Then, students will

explore how different organisms
reproduce to analyze the advantages and

disadvantages of both sexual and
asexual reproduction. Then, students

explain how plants can reproduce both
sexually and asexually, and what the
advantages and disadvantages are.

Finally, students explain how asexually
reproducing bees could help or hurt the

declining bee population.

Mr. Hernandez

Mathematics

Module Title: Ratio and

Proportional Relationships

Conceptual Lens: Comparisons and

Predictions

Unit Overview:

The sneakers you want to buy cost

$50 and are on sale for 20% off. 

How much will you pay?  This is a

question that can be answered

using proportional relationships.  In

this unit

we will investigate how to solve

problems involving topics such as

sale prices, blueprints, maps,

recipes, tax and much more.



EIGHTH GRADE
 

Mr. Hernandez

Mathematics

Module Title:  Expressions and

Equations (Linear Equations)

Conceptual Lens: Linear Interpretations

Unit Overview:

Algebra allows us to find patterns in

calculations and number relationships

and use them to predict solutions to an

infinite amount of situations in real-

life. A function is a specific type of

equation that relates how one amount

affects another. For example, your

paycheck is affected by the number of

hours worked or distance traveled is

affected by speed or time. Once we

know how these amounts are related

mathematically, we can predict

outcomes for any value.

Mrs. Ford
Science

Students will compare and contrast
analog waves vs digital waves by taking

plain paper and graph paper and
comparing writing out letters of the

alphabet from one to the other (plain
paper is smooth with no limit of space to

use vs. graph paper which has boxes
that must be filled in. Students will then

use google science journal app to
record their voice, first high to low and

then high to low, but with
intermittent, continuous stops.

Mrs. Sarlo

Reading
The 8th grade has been

reading the novel, Lord of

the Flies.  Eighth grade is

practicing skills in

characterization, plot, main

idea, etc. We hope to be

able to watch the movie for

each, as a culminating

activity.

Mrs. Brotman

Language Arts

Students are learning about The

Holocaust through their reading

class with Mrs. Sarlo, and will

use those readings in language

arts to write their own answer to

the question: "how can people

best respond to conflict?" This

argumentative writing will

include text evidence and a clear

analysis of evidence.



ESSENTIAL SKILS
 

Mrs. McCulloch’s

 Essential Skills Secondary

In December students in the secondary

essential skills class will be learning the

following.Colors: Green; Shape :

Triangle; Numbers : 4, 12;   Texture :

smooth ;  Position: over/under;   Animal

: Reindeer;  Feeling : Happy 

 

They will continue to explore and sort

items with different size (large/small),

shape and colors, different sounds,

different taste, scents, and textures.

 

They will learn about Christmas and

Holidays around the World.

 

They will learn about various clothing

to wear in different seasons.

 

They will learn about transportation:

Identifying various modes of

transportations: Land, Sea and Air (Car,

Buses, Trains, Subway, Motorcycles,

Boats, Airplanes) 

 

   In addition to these the students will

continue to work on their IEP goals and

objectives developed at their PPTs.

Elementary Essential

Skills  

Mrs. Barbosa

              

    This month in Essential

Skills we will be talking

about the different

holidays in December and

what is used in their

celebrations. We will also

be reading The Polar

Express.  Our shape of the

month is a Triangle and the

Color of the month is

Green.  The Number of the

month is 3 and the season

is  Winter.  We are also

working on our Self-help

skills, especially zippers

and putting on our coats

and hats.



SPECIAL EDUCATION
 Middle School 

Mrs. Guisti

The middle school students are

continuing to improve their

Oral Reading Fluency skills,

reading comprehension skills,

and writing skills. 

 

 The writing focus will be on

using the ACE strategy: 

 answering questions, using

quotation starters to cite text

evidence, and use sentence

starters to explain the

evidence. 

 

 In Math, the students are

continuing to improve fact

fluency, solve multi-step word

problems with integers, solve

linear equations, and simplify

different fractions. 

Speech and Language 

Miss Geary

Students are working hard during speech and language groups to

increase vocabulary. Students have repeated exposure to new words

across a variety of activities, including computer programs such as

Quizlet. Holiday and seasonal activities/crafts will be used to target

comprehension of directions, basic concept terms, and short stories. 

Happy holidays to all.

Elementary 

Mrs. Cancellaro & Mrs. Delaney

 Our students have been working

diligently on improving

decoding skills every day. Students

with strong decoding skills can easily

demonstrate the ability to apply their

knowledge of letter- sound

relationships, including letter

patterns, to pronounce written words

correctly.

When children understand these letter

relationships, they increase their

ability to recognize familiar patterns

in words which improves their fluency

and accuracy with new words. Some

of our activities include letter and

vowel pattern sound drills, as well as

games that increase our accuracy

with prefixes and suffixes.



ENGLISH AS A

 SECOND LANGUAGE 
 ESL 

 Mrs. Madera

We will begin preparing to take the LAS Links assessment

which will take place in January.  Please use any tips to

help your child prepare:When your child is having

difficulty understanding schoolwork in English explain

concepts in your home language first.  Once they

understand, then work on the concept in English.   Have

fun with language!  Play games such as Scrabble and

Boggle to help with English spelling.  Use I SPY and ABC

Books to increase vocabulary in a fun way. Help your

child to focus on understanding of books as well as

pronouncing the words.  Encourage your child to read

and read again, in your home language and in

English. Your child should be reading books for pleasure

at an easy independent level.  Encourage them to do this

by doing so yourself.  This reading can be in either

language and any type of reading: magazines, comics,

graphic novels, newspapers, and even online articles. 

Use every sign, billboard, or menu as an example of

reading.



READING

DEPARTMENT 
 

The Reading Department

Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. Cavanaugh

 

January testing is coming up.  Remember our focus

is fluency.  The teachers and reading staff are

working very hard to target each child’s academic

needs.  So as we approach our holiday vacation,

please share the love of reading with your

children.  Read!  Read!  Read!  Talk about what is

read to build understanding. Share a passage and

read it aloud with expression as you think the

characters would say it. Enjoy quiet times escaping

into a favorite story or author.  Have some fun

together with books. Contact Mrs. Thompson or

Mrs. Cavanaugh with any concerns.



SPECIALS
 

Library

 Ms. Calabro

Pre-K, Kindergarden, and First grade

students are reading fictional and non-

fiction stories about snow.

Elementary students are continuing to

learn about Folktales and discussing

Myths and Legends. 

Middle School students continue to

work on their research and typing

skills.  Remember each student should

read at least 20 minutes a day! 

Have a great holiday season! 

Music

Mrs. Doolan

The students have been working hard practicing and memorizing their songs for

their concert on December 17, 2019 at 5:30 PM

Kindergarten: Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, Must Be Santa, Jingle Bells

Grade 1:Up on the Housetop, Here Comes Santa Claus, Let it Snow

Grade 2: Grinch Medley (Welcome, Welcome!, Mr. Grinch, The Perfect Christmas

Night)

Grade 3: Frozen Medley (Let it Go, Do You Wanna Build a Snowman, First time

and Forever)

Grade 4: Polar Express Medley (Believe, Polar Express, When Christmas Comes to

Town, Hot Chocolate)

Grade 5: The Sound of Music Medley (My Favorite Things, Lonely Goatherd, Doe a

Deer,Edelweiss, So Long, Farewell) Chorus : Cold Snap, Snow, Snow, Snow

Everyone: North Pole Rock and Roll


